      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17th September 2018 in Rufford Village Hall
Present: Cllrs. Atkinson,Cummings, Fairclough, Gordon (Chairman),

Pickavance, Skinley, Taylor
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham  
There were two members of the public.
606/18  To receive apologies
              LCC Cllr Eddie Pope
607/18        To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16th July 2018.
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th July 2018  should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
608/18         To receive Declaration of Interest
Cllr. Gordon regarding planning application 2018/0656/FUL
7, Church Road, Rufford. Reason – neighbour.

Cllr. Fairclough regarding planning application 2018/0745/FUL

11, Whitehead Close, Rufford. Reason- neighbour.

609/18  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
The meeting was adjourned.

Member of the public was concerned about sachets of drugs being found in Rufford Community Park and asked what was being done by the Parish Council and Police.

The meeting was reconvened.

610/18     To consider planning applications as below:

2018/0656/FUL  7, Church Road, Rufford.

Demolition of existing single and two storey extension to rear of dwellings and garage, and alteration and extension to dwelling to create two dwellings and alteration and extension to outbuilding to create a single dwelling.
It was resolved that the council do not  support this application.

2018/0745/FUL 11, Whitefield Close, Rufford

Front single storey infill extension between existing double garage and existing house.
It was resolved that the council support this application.
Ongoing planning appeals.
2017/0971/FUL  The Chase, Flash Lane, Rufford
Widen driveway for access.
Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2018/0597/FUL  3 Rufford Cottages, Holmeswood Road, Rufford
Proposed ground and first floor extension to rear elevation and construction of detached garage to rear of property..

2018/0550/FUL  295, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Proposed erection of a side extension and front dormers following demolition of the existing rear extension.
Planning decisions refused.

2018/0612/FUL  Former LCC depot, Causeway Lane, Rufford

Erection of 1.8m high galvanised palisade security fencing with two gated accesses to the boundary.
611/18      To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022305       Rufford Village Hall grant                                                           1,500.00

022306       K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin/expenses                            674.82

022307       Crossley and  Davis Internal Auditors                   

    678.00

022308       Ray Wilkins  park maintenance Rufford/Holmeswood                   325.55

022309       Ray Wilkins Holmeswood Village Hall manhole covers etc.         370.00

022310       CJ Pennington grass cutting June                                 

    640.80

022311       B Mawdsley  park gates                                                         
     39.00

022312       K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin/expenses


    587.11

022313       CJ Pennington grass cutting  July/August                          
    799.20

022314       Ray Wilkins   park maintenance




    401.49

022315       B Mawdsley  park gates





      43.00
It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.

612/18   Discuss Landscape Character Assessment

Jackie Copley CPRE, Planning Officer has now completed the second draft of the L.C.A.. The Clerk had booked St Mary’s Church Hall 28th September 2018 11 am. Jackie Copley and councillors would discuss the L.C.A. and provide their input. Also discuss how the L.C.A. would fit into the planning system as WLBC were consulting on a new 30 year local plan.

The Council noted this information.  
613/18  Flood Risk

Cllr. Gordon presented a United Utilities drainage map for Smithy Lane, Holmeswood where there are problems with a drainage ditch in the farmer’s field behind 12, Smithy Lane and the adjourning houses.

It was resolved by the Council for Cllr. Gordon and Cllr. Pickavance to investigate the problem and employ Lyons Drainage Company to use the cameras they have to see why the water in the ditch is not flowing away to the appropriate drain/gulley.
614/18   Highways and Footpaths
NONE

615/18  Public Footpaths
Footpath No. 18 which passes through Brick Kiln lane Farm has a diversion sign up. Public have complained about when this will be removed. The Clerk has contacted the LCC footpath officer who stated she would send someone from her department to sort out this issue.
It was resolved by the Council for Cllr. Fairclough to investigate the issue and report back to the council.

616/18       Village Halls

            Rufford
The Council discussed the new trust the Village Hall committee were trying to implement. Various issued were raised about where the parish Council’s interests/responsibilities lie.
It was resolved by the Council to take legal advice on this issue.
            Holmeswood
NONE

617/18   Recreation grounds

The Clerk was waiting for the Three Year Woodland Plan update being completed by Dave Thornber Arboricultural Officer WLBC.

The Council noted the information.
Cllr. Atkinson on her inspection of the play equipment on Rufford Park stated repairs needed to be done on the wooden boat.

It was resolved by the Council for the Clerk to contact Ian Yates who maintains the park equipment and issue the Council with a yearly inspection certificate.
618/18  Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
NONE
619/18 Village Society/ Friends of Rufford Station
NONE
620/18       To note and approve the clerk’s report.

NONE
621/18       To note police information
The Clerk informed the Council that C.I. Ian Jones would be taking over duties of West Lancashire on 1st September 2018.
The Council noted the information.

Cllr. Skinley also suggested if the Clerk could contact the inspector with regards to the drug issue in Rufford Park to see if the Police Dog Unit could exercise their dogs in the park which would give a visual presence in the area.

It was resolved by the Council for the Clerk to contact the inspector.

622/18     To note the date of the next meeting scheduled for 15th October 2018.

It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 15th October 2018.
Chairman closed the meeting  at  8.40 pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
